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Answers to Frequently Asked Questions about Kraftwerk prepared by Kevin Busby for the Kraftwerk mailing list and anyone else who may be interested. 





Many thanks to Jose Garcia, Klaus Zäpke <fh5y013@public.uni-hamburg.de>, Russ Allert <rallert@uvaix.uvic.ca> and Michael Yaroshevsky <YaroshM@eqao.com>for suggestions and corrections. Thanks also to everyone on the Kraftwerk email list who gives informative answers to Frequently Asked Questions: it is from these that this FAQ list draws the bulk of its information. 
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Introduction





The answers given in this FAQ are kept fairly brief, but if you want to read past discussions for further information, these are indicated by the volume number followed by the issue number, so that, for example, "2.008" means digest volume 2, number 8. Remember that back-issues and other interesting items can be obtained via anonymous FTP and the World-Wide Web: see the section of the FAQ list headed "Where can I find out more about Kraftwerk and Elektric Music?" for details. 





Please send any corrections, comments, adulation or vocoders to K.G.Busby@bham.ac.uk. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The Kraftwerk Email List











What subjects may be discussed on the list?








The founder of the Kraftwerk email list, Dave Datta <datta@cs.uwp.edu>, originally suggested that the list be "a forum for discussions about Kraftwerk and other German Electronic artists." However, the general consensus was that discussion should be limited to matters relating to Kraftwerk. Of course, that still leaves many things we can discuss, and there is in addition much discussion about groups with members in common with Kraftwerk, notably Elektric Music. 





To avoid annoyance to other members of the Kraftwerk email list, please read the answers in this FAQ before mailing any questions. However, don't be afraid to discuss old topics if you have something new to add. 





Every bit as important as what you discuss is how you discuss it. Flame wars are not helpful to anyone. See the introductory message from the list's maintainer for further guidance. 














How do I subscribe to the Kraftwerk email list?








Items on the Kraftwerk email list can be received as individual email messages or in the form of digests. 





If you want to receive the list as direct mail, rather than in digests, send email to majordomo@xmission.com with no subject line and just the following as the message:- 





subscribe kraftwerk <address at which email is to be received> 





For example, if the address at which you want to receive the list is "ralf@klingklang.org.de", you would send the following message:- 





subscribe kraftwerk ralf@klingklang.org.de 





If you want to receive the list in the form of digests, not as individual mail messages, send email to majordomo@xmission.com with no subject line and just the following as the message:- 





subscribe kraftwerk-digest <address at which email is received> 





For example:- 





subscribe kraftwerk-digest ralf@klingklang.org.de 











Do not send subscription requests to the Kraftwerk list itself; they will not be responded to positively. Sending one "subscribe" message to the main list may be taken as an honest mistake, and be ignored; persistently sending such requests is irritating and will earn you flames. 














How do I unsubscribe from the Kraftwerk email list?








If you receive the list as direct mail, rather than in digests, send email to majordomo@xmission.com with no subject line and just the following as the message:- 





unsubscribe kraftwerk <address at which email is received> 





For example, if the address at which you receive the list is "florian@klingklang.org.de", you would send the following message:- 





unsubscribe kraftwerk florian@klingklang.org.de 





If you receive the list in the form of digests, not as direct mail, send email to majordomo@xmission.com with no subject line and just the following as the message:- 





unsubscribe kraftwerk-digest <address at which email is received> 





For example:- 





unsubscribe kraftwerk-digest florian@klingklang.org.de 





Do not send subscription requests to the Kraftwerk list itself; they will not be responded to positively. Sending one "unsubscribe" message to the main list may be taken as an honest mistake, and be ignored; persistently sending such requests is irritating and will earn you flames. 














Recordings











What recordings have Kraftwerk made?








See the Kraftwerk discography for an extensive list of Kraftwerk releases. 














What are the best Kraftwerk albums?








A poll conducted by Lars Nellemann <nelleman@biobase.dk> conducted in 1996 (in digest 2.572) indicated that the favourite album among members of the Kraftwerk email list was Computer World, followed by The Man-Machine. These were also the favourite two albums in the previous poll in 1993, although back then The Man-Machine was the overall favourite (digest 1.204). 





As you might expect, opinions as to what constitutes Kraftwerk's best work differ widely: a minority of list members prefer the sound of Kraftwerk as heard on their first few albums, and opinions as to the worth of Kraftwerk's most recent two albums, Electric Cafe and The Mix, vary greatly. 





Note also that the sound quality of Kraftwerk releases are of variable quality across the record companies on which they have appeared. The rerelease of Kraftwerk recordings on the Cleopatra label gave rise to discussion in digests 2.008, 2.009, 2.012, 2.014 and 2.018. 





Past digests have contained reviews, recommendations, comments on sound quality and other information about the following official Kraftwerk releases:- 





Autobahn





1.132, 1.329, 2.460, 2.468, 2.518 





Autobahn compilation LP





2.619 





The Best of Kraftwerk





1.284 





The Capitol Years





2.341, 2.605 





Computer World





1.305. 1.306, 1.307 





Doppelalbum (compilation LP)





2.619 





Electric Cafe





1.149, 2.088, 2.605 





Exceller 8 (compilation LP)





2.619 





Highrail (compilation LP)





2.619 





Kohoutek-Kometenmelodie





2.511 





Kraftwerk 1





2.016, 2.217 





Kraftwerk 2





2.016, 2.217, 2.473, 2.474, 2.658 





The Man Machine





1.134, 2.009, 2.018 





The Mix





2.544, 2.558, 2.559 





The Model





1.358, 1.359, 2.009 





The Model - Retrospective 1975 - 1978





1.063, 1.251 





Pop Lions - Aurobahn (compilation LP)





2.619 





Radio-Activity





1.006, 1.079 





Ralf & Florian





2.217, 2.544, 2.545, 2.547 





The Robots (compilation CD)





2.372, 2.377, 2.378 














How can I get copies of Kraftwerk's early albums?








The first three albums by Kraftwerk, Kraftwerk 1, Kraftwerk 2 and Ralf & Florian are out of print, as is Tone Float, the album which Hütter and Schneider recorded as part of the group 'Organisation' (digest 1.06 and 1.100). 





Hütter and Schneider have allegedly talked about seeing these albums released (digest 1.007), but have certainly not rushed to do so. Possibly this is because the image and sound of these albums is very different from the Kraftwerk material which followed. You may be lucky enough to find copies from usual second-hand sources, such as second-hand record shops, record fairs and record collecting magazines. 





Bootleg CD's of Kraftwerk 1, Kraftwerk 2, Ralf & Florian and Tone Float appeared during 1994 (see digests 1.354, 1.360, 1.365, 1.366, 2.020, 2.023, 2.025, 2.026, 2.085, 2.225 and 2.361 for discussions about these releases). These are no longer in print but a lot were pressed so you may be lucky enough to find copies. These pressings were of course illegal: see digests 1.143, 1.328, 1.329 and 2.257 for discussions on the morality of bootlegging. 





There were in fact at least two sets of bootleg reissues, both mastered from the original, official vinyl records. The bootleg pressings with the bonus tracks (no record label declared on the packaging) are said to include a greater amount of record surface noise than the bootlegs on the Germanofon label (digests 2.225 and 2.226). 














Is Tour de France available on CD?








The song Tour de France was scheduled to appear on the Kraftwerk album Technopop. However, this album was cancelled. Some material from Technopop was reworked and appeared on the album Electric Cafe, but Tour de France was not among them. The track was later used in the film Breakin' (aka Breakdance), but the CD soundtrack of the film contains a cover version of the track (by the group '10-Speed'), Kraftwerk having decided to release a remix of their song only as a single (digest 1.084). 





However, the track did subsequently appear in various forms on bootleg remix CD's, such as Tour de Kraft (digest 2.488) and Werke (digest 2.462). The only official CD release was of the 7" edit, on the compilation DJ's Best, catalogue number 261281-222, distributed by BMG in Germany (digest 1.245); unfortunately this CD now appears to have been deleted. 





A comprehensive account of the mixes released on vinyl appeared in digest 2.522, with corrections and additions in digest 2.523. 

















Are the Francois Kervorkian and William Orbit remixes of Radioactivity available on CD?








Kervorkian and Orbit remixes were issued on CD single releases in the UK and Germany, but there was no CD single release for the USA. Furthermore, some William Orbit mixes are available only on vinyl. Radioactivity is available in the USA as a 12" single; this release contains the William Orbit Hardcore Remix which is unavailable elsewhere. Another unique mix is the William Orbit 7" Remix, which is available only on the German 7" release. 





See the Kraftwerk discography for more information on releases of this song. 














How good are Kraftwerk bootlegs?








There are many, many Kraftwerk bootlegs available; track listings and cover art of just some of them can be seen on the World-Wide Web at http://super.win.or.jp/~blanks/boot.html. The Kraftwerk discography aims to list all bootlegs as well as official Kraftwerk releases. 





The contents of bootleg recordings of Kraftwerk material range from concert recordings to unsanctioned dance remixes. The sound quality varies enormously. Past digests have contained reviews, recommendations, track listings or other information about the following bootleg releases:- 





Central Passage





2.558 





Cologne - 12/06/71





2.558 





Computers in Love





1.034, 1.037 





Computer World (Live in London)





2.055 





Computerwelt





2.558 





Heute Abend





1.012, 1.013, 1.094, 1.161, 2.026, 2.027, 2.478 





Hyper Cerebral Machine





1.162 





Kling und Klang Live a Milano





2.111, 2.551 





Koeln 12.6.1971





1.041, 2.456 





Koeln 71





1.067 





Kometenmelodie





2.558 





Live Koeln 71





1.034, 1.070 





Live at PhilpsHalle





1.272 





Live in Belgium





1.162 





Live in Cologne 1975





1.044 





Machine





1.068, 2.558 





The Man-Machine Re-Created





2.015, 2.111 





Neue Kraft





2.390, 2.399, 2.558 





N1 to Zurich





1.021, 1.056, 1.066, 1.132, 1.171 





Nippon Numbers





See Numbers, of which this is a rerelease. 





Non Stop





2.539 





Numbers (aka Nippon Numbers, Virtu Ex Machina)





1.034, 1.053, 1.056, 1.075, 1.093, 1.119, 1.173, 1.054, 1.056, 1.093, 1.098, 1.171, 1.058, 2.182. (This is one of the most praised bootlegs!) 





Rebuilt in '92 





1.014, 1.034, 1.056, 1.066, 1.068, 1.240, 2.551 





The Remix





1.098, 2.023, 2.024, 2.025 





Return of The Mensch-Maschine/20th Anniversary Tour





1.048, 2.558 





Rimini Rimini





1.034, 1.075 





Save Your Software





2.558 





Security Device





2.558 





Tanzmusik





2.573 





TBON PABOTHNK





2.558 





Toccata Electronica





2.339 





Traffic Jam on Autobahn





1.240 





Ultra Rare Tracks





1.218 





Virtu ex Machina





See Numbers, of which this is a rerelease. 





Werke: Westwood One-rarities on Compact Disc Vol. 55





2.456, 2.462, 2.583 





See also the item in this FAQ about bootleg reissues of the early Kraftwerk albums and 'The Kraftwerkers Guide to Vinyl LP Bootlegs' which appeared in digest 2.558. 














What Kraftwerk videos have been made?








Descriptions of Kraftwerk's promotional videos can be found in digests 1.016, 1.018, 1.076, 1.139 and 2.545. Despite strong interest from fans, these have never been officially released. The only officially available video appearance of Kraftwerk is on Stop Sellafield - The Concert. This includes footage of Kraftwerk performing Radio-Activity and The Robots live, but both extracts are incomplete and interrupted by propaganda (digests 1.079, 1.323, 2.234 and 2.239). 





A number of bootleg concert videos are in existence, and concert extracts have been shown on German television (digest 2.645). 























Kraftwerk's Current Activities











Has Kraftwerk broken up?








No. Members Karl Bartos and Wolfgang Flür left the group, which continues primarily as a duo of original members Ralf Hütter and Florian Schneider plus additional musicians they see fit to employ. Kraftwerk performed live at the Tribal Gathering '97 music festival in England in May 1997. 














When will Kraftwerk release new material? I heard there was a new album coming out.








There are persistent reports of a new Kraftwerk album (see for example digests 1.211, 1.212, 1.280, 1.365 and 1.366). The attitude of seasoned Kraftwerk fans to such reports is "Interesting, but I'll believe it when I see it!" Hoax claims of a new Kraftwerk album have stirred up the email list a few times and will no doubt do so again. Even reports from apparently reliable sources now get a generally guarded response, so long has the wait been! However, Kraftwerk did perform a new piece of music when they appeared at the Tribal Gathering '97 music festival in England in May 1997, so there is evidence that new material does exist! 














Is there any other news on Kraftwerk's current activities?








Florian Schneider contributed a vocoded poem about the Doepfer A-100 synthesiser to the April 1996 issue of the German magazine Keys (digests 2.497, 2.501). Also, back in 1993 Kraftwerk appear to have contributed demos for the Quasar Quasimidi synthesiser (digest 2.501). 














Members of Kraftwerk











�








Who's who?








On the USA sleeve design for Trans Europe Express, the line-up is: Wolfgang Flür, Karl Bartos, Florian Schneider, and Ralf Hütter. 





On the German sleeve design for Trans Europe Express, the line-up is: Karl Bartos, Florian Schneider, Ralf Hütter and Wolfgang Flür 





These sleeve designs can be seen at the Kraftwerk Infobahr WWW site (at the time of writing this FAQ, they are not correctly labelled, and the individual URLs may change). 














Why did Flür and Bartos leave Kraftwerk? What are they doing now?








It appears that Wolfgang Flür and Karl Bartos were frustrated by the slow pace of work within Kraftwerk and by the reduction of their role in the group's activities (see Pascal Bussy's book Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music and digest 1.156). In an interview with Aktivität magazine, Flür stated that "I left this band because I had the feeling to do something else after all these years. It was a very hard break for me, with lots of depressions following, but I knew 'something had to be changed'" (digest 2.523). 





Karl Bartos subsequently worked with Lothar Manteuffel as Elektric Music, as well as contributing towards releases Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark (digest 3.011), The Mobile Homes (digest 2.652) and Electronic (digest 2.568, 2.645). Interviews with Bartos have appeared in Future Music magazine (see digests 2.527 and 2.528) and elsewhere. 





Wolfgang Flür's activities were initially the subject of some confusion and rumours: it is sometimes claimed (incorrectly) that he wrote the soundtrack for Robocop 2 and there was even a widespread rumour that he had died (digest 1.079)! In reality, upon leaving Kraftwerk not long after the release of Electric Cafe (around 1986/87 - digest 2.523) he returned to working as a designer of furniture, and subsequently worked as a solo recording artist. In 1993 he brought out a cassette single, Little Child, in support of a charity to help children evacuated from Bosnia to Germany (digest 2.380). The lyrics were written by long-time Kraftwerk collaborator Emil Schult, who also designed the single's cover. 





Flür played percussion on one track on Mouse on Mars's 1995 album Iaora Tahiti and also contributed to the debut release by the band Excelsior (digests 2.419, 3.012). His solo career continues with the release of an album and an EP under his "Yamo" project. 





An interview with Wolfgang Flür appeared in digest 2.523. 

















Is Emil Schult still collaborating with Kraftwerk?








Emil Schult provided lyrics and graphic design for Kraftwerk for many years, but it seems he is not currently collaborating with Kraftwerk. However, he has in recent years worked with Wolfgang Flür. In April and May of 1996 he presented an exhibition, "Testbilder", at the VAP-Studios in Hamburg (digest 2.539). An example of his work can be seen at the WWW site for Galerie Kontraste, Düsseldorf. 














What are the political beliefs of Kraftwerk's members?








The members of Kraftwerk are not known to have adopted any party political stance. Many of Kraftwerk's songs show an interest in the ramifications of technology, but issues are normally dealt with in an ambivalent fashion. The one notable exception to this has been the new version of Radio-Activity and Kraftwerk's subsequent appearance at a benefit opposing the Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plant (digest 1.081). 





It has been suggested occasionally that Kraftwerk's concentration on machines reflects Nazi or otherwise fascist views. There is no evidence to support such speculation. Regrettably this has not stopped some of the less intelligent journalists over the years concluding that an interest in technology coupled with being German equates to Nazism! 





The front cover design for The Man-Machine has caused some to comment on fascist imagery, but given that the uniforms are red and the title repeated in Russian, any reference is clearly to Soviet imagery (this sleeve design can be seen at the Kraftwerk Infobahr WWW site). This issue is covered in Pascal Bussy's book Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music (an excerpt appears in digest 2.586). 





It has been suggested that confusion may have occurred with the band Stoerkraft (digests 1.204, 1.205). 

















Why are Hütter and Flür's names sometimes spelt differently?








The correct spellings are: Ralf Hütter and Wolfgang Flür, with an umlaut over the "u". However, the German character ü is not represented in the ASCII text system used by most email systems. The standard German way of representing the ü character when it is not available is to write "ue", so you may often see the spellings Huetter and Fluer. Not everyone is aware of this convention, so you may also see the names spelt with the umlaut removed, i.e. Hutter and Flur. 




















Related Bands and Projects











Who are 'Elektric Music'?








Elektric Music was formed by Karl Bartos (formerly of Kraftwerk) in conjunction with Lothar Manteuffel (formerly of Rheingold). The sound of the group is very much in the mould of Kraftwerk, but how well Elektric Music compares to Kraftwerk is a matter of personal opinion. 





Discussion has taken place about the following Elektric Music releases:- 





Crosstalk CDS





digests 1.001, 1.013, 1.016, 1.028 





Esperanto CD





digests 1.089, 1.079, 1.164, 1.171, 2.163 





Lifestyle CDEP





digest 1.204 





TV single





digests 1.025, 1.041 





An article on various Elektric Music releases appeared in Aktivitaüt magazine, reprinted in digest 2.562. 














Has Florian Schneider appeared on any records which aren't by Kraftwerk?








Before forming Kraftwerk, Ralf Hütter and Florian Schneider were members of the group Organisation, which released one album, Tone Float. 





The 1985 track Mr. Psychologist by Jacky Horn features a "Florian Schneider" on saxophone (digests 2.327, 2.329). In digest 2.328, Klaus Zäpke reported that the Tilch Encyclopaedia of Rock Musicians lists two people named Florian Schneider: the member of Kraftwerk and a saxophonist. It therefore seems that it is this second Florian who plays on Mr. Psychologist. The Tilch encyclopaedia also lists this Florian as playing on Tally-Ho by Les Immer Essen, and says that Kraftwerk's Florian plays violin on Mit Wolfgang und Mohammad by Ikarus. Klaus has expressed doubts as to the reliability of this information however. 





In 1970 Florian featured as a session flautist on the easy-listening album Nero In South America (a.k.a. El Condor Pasa) by the Paul Nero Sounds. The track featuring Florian was Cuica. This piece also featured a second flautist, Amon Düül producer Olaf Kübler! "Paul Nero" was a pseudonym of the Düsseldorf jazz/rock saxophonist Klaus Doldinger, and the track Cuica was included on the 1973 Atlantic Records retrospective of Doldinger's career, Doldinger Jubilee. As on the first Kraftwerk album, the full form of Schneider's surname is given on the listings for this track, viz. "Schneider-Esleben" (Florian is the son of famous German architect Paul Schneider-Esleben). 





It is sometimes erroneously reported that Schneider appeared on the projects Alice in Wonderland and Solaria, but this was in fact Florian Snyder. 














Were Ralf and Florian behind the group 'Die Dominas'?








No, but they did inspire the 10" mini-LP Ich bin a Domina, for which they wrote two chords and designed the sleeve! Here's part of a magazine interview with Ash Ra Temple's Manuel Gottsching (taken from 'Dreams World', issue 11). You can read more about this release in digests 1.130 and 2.548, and descriptions of the music can be found in digests 1.003 and 1.083. 





"'Die Dominas' were two old friends of mine. They are my long time friend Rosi, who also performed on some Ash Ra Tempel records (...) and Claudia Skoda for whose fashion shows I have been composing and performing most of the music since 1976. They knew KW from Düsseldorf because they often went there together for fashion fairs. Ralf H. and Karl B. wrote down two special chords for them on a piece of paper: the "sub Domina" and the "Domina seven" (Domina = dominant) chords. Later in Berlin they were asking me to show them how these chords sounded. So, one evening when we were doing a nice long session together in my studio, I played them these chords. I explained a little about the instruments in the studio, and they started experimenting with them, without knowing that I was already recording the session! It was really a hilarious session, and the voices sounded like we were having a party. The next day, I started re-mixing the material, and finally got three titles out of it! Claudia and Rosi were so impressed with the result they played it to Ralf and Karl. They were so taken by the recording they offered to make the cover for the album. It turned out to be a very nice cover that looked like a silhouette in black and yellow." 














I heard a version of a Kraftwerk song played on classical instruments; who was it by?








The Balanescu Quartet recorded five Kraftwerk songs (The Robots, The Model, Autobahn Computer Love and Pocket Calculator), arranged for string quartet, as part of their album Possessed. The album is on the Mute label and can be obtained via any good record shop, in the UK and USA at least. The catalogue number of the CD is Mute 61421-2 for the US release and CD STUMM 111 for the UK release. See digests 1.058, 1.063 and 2.023 for discussions. 











What other cover versions of Kraftwerk songs are there?








Besides The Balanescu Quartet, there have been many acts who have recorded cover versions of Kraftwerk songs. The Model has been a particularly popular song to cover (see for example digest 1.12). 





Opinions as to the merit of the album Trans Slovenia Express, a collection of Kraftwerk cover versions by Slovenian bands, is sharply divided. This album, which was originally scheduled for release (with some different tracks) under the title Kraftwerk Through the Looking Glass, is available on the Mute label. See digests 1.192, 1.211, 2.015, 2.024, 2.026, 2.048, 2.084, 2.232, 2.399, 2.400, 2.401 and 2.664 for discussions. 





In 1995, Cleopatra Records released Trancewerk Express Vol. 1 - A Tribute to Kraftwerk (catalogue number CLEO 9605-02), featuring ten groups covering Kraftwerk songs in a Trance-Techno vein. The overall opinion seems to be that it's quite good if you like that sort of thing (digests 2.301, 2.311, 2.312, 2.399, 2.431, 2.586)... 





Cover versions are listed as part of the Kraftwerk discography. 














What other groups are of interest to Kraftwerk fans, or have had links with Kraftwerk?








See the section of the FAQ on why Flür and Bartos left Kraftwerk for more information on their respective current projects, and also the section on Elektric Music. 





There is no one group which finds favour with all Kraftwerk fans (not even Elektric Music!). A discussion of groups that arguably sound like Kraftwerk appeared in digests 1.381, 1.383 and 1.384. But the only thing that can be generally agreed upon is that Kraftwerk has been a massive influence upon contemporary popular music. 





Here's a list of some of the artists which have been discussed in the digests. Some have historical or anecdotal links with Kraftwerk, but most have no relation. 





Air Liquide





1.084 





Aphex Twin





1.384 





Autechre





2.018, 2.020, 2.021, 2.023 





Aviador Dro





1.386 





David Bowie 





1.057, 2.018, 2.031, 2.084, 2.325 





Walter (aka Wendy) Carlos





2.592 





Cha Cha 2000





2.350 





Deutsch-Amerikanische Freundschaft





1.383, 1.384 





Die Dominas 





1.003, 1.083, 1.130 





La Dusseldorf





1.005 





Electronic





2.568, 2.602, 2.645 





Erasure





2.518, 2.522 





Manuel Gottsching





1.130 





Grauzone





2.430, 2.433 





Information Society





1.140, 1.142, 1.205, 1.207 





Michael Jackson





1.156 





Joy Division





1.269 





Kinetik





2.541 





Klangwerk (no link with Kraftwerk or Kling Klang studio!)





2.268 





Komputer





2.457, 2.618, 2.496, 2.498 





Kraftwelt (no link with Kraftwerk!)





2.643, 2.656 





Laibach





1.192, 2.024, 2.048, 2.664 





LFO





1.055, 1.207, 2.118, 2.504, 3.007 





Manufacture





2.118 





Mobile Homes (work with Karl Bartos)





1.244, 2.652 





Modern Talking





2.504 





Nefkom





2.533 





Neu!





1.003, 1.005, 1.067, 1.070, 1.143, 2.455, 2.542, 2.544 





New Order





1.269, 2.501, 2.502 





The Nits





1.327 





Klaus Nomi





2.018 





Orchestral Manoeuvres In The Dark





1.193, 2.501, 2.502, 2.662 





P-Model





2.430, 2.582 





Paul Nero Sounds





2.258 





Penguin Cafe Orchestra





2.373 





Recoil





1.147 





Rheingold





1.016 





Wolfgang Riechmann





1.171 





Rise Robots Rise





3.010 





Michael Rother





1.139, 1.143, 1.171 





Sinus





(Karl Bartos + Bodo Staiger) 1.016 





Spacelab





1.384 





Spirit of Sound





1.149, 1.171 





Tangerine Dream





1.384, 2.046 





Technocrats





1.237 





Tin Machine





2.031 





John Tinman





2.426, 2.433 





Trauma





1.235 





UB40





1.079 





Yamo





2.445 





Yellow Magic Orchestra





1.383, 1.384 




















Lyrics and Languages














What does the morse code at the start of Radioactivity stand for?








It spells out "R A D I O A C T I V I T Y". 














What are the non-English lyrics in The Robots?








This is a line in Russian, which is printed on the album's cover in cyrilic characters. In English, it may be transliterated as "Ya tvoy sluga; ya tvoy rabotnik". It means "I'm your servant; I'm your worker". It has been noted that when played backwards this line sounds like "No one owns me, no one sells me", but this is a coincidence. 





The English word "robot" comes from the Czech language, via the translation (in 1923) of Karel Capek's play R.U.R. (digests 2.592 and 2.597). The 1991 version of The Robots, "rabotnik" was changed to "robotnik", but this is not a valid word in either Russian or Czech. 














What does "Ruckzuck" mean?








The title of the Kraftwerk track Ruckzuck is a German phrase which can be translated as "Do it quickly" or "Hurry up". 

















What does "Vor dem blauen Bock" mean?








The very early Kraftwerk track Rückstoss Gondoliere (aka 'Truckstop Gondelero') appears on the bootleg CD edition of Tone Float under the title Vor dem blauen Bock. It's not known why the bootleggers gave this as the title, but it seems likely it's a joking reference to the German television programme Der blaue Bock, which features easy-listening folk music. 





ref: kw2.535, 2.652, 2.654, 2.658 














What does "In Düsseldorf am Rhein klingt es bald..." mean?








The phrase "In Düsseldorf am Rhein klingt es bald..." appears on the cover of the original German release of Ralf & Florian and on a card enclosed with the Germanophon bootleg reissue. It is probably best translated as "In Dusseldorf on the Rhine, it will soon sound" (2.473). Apart from this literal translation, the meaning is unclear! 





An image of the cover appears at the Kraftwerk Infobahr WWW site. 























Miscellaneous











What sort of equipment is used by Kraftwerk?








A variety of equipment has been used by Kraftwerk over the years. Here are just a few random examples:- 





•The 1981 Computer World tour included a Sequential Circuits Prophet 5 and a Moog Minimoog (digest 2.511). •Concerts in June 1992 in the UK featured an Akai DD1000 Digital Recorder (digest 2.522). •The concerts for The Mix used an Atari ST for graphics (digest 2.527). •The back cover of Ralf & Florian shows a Moog Minimoog synthesiser, a Farfisa electric piano, flutes and an eight-string guitar (digest 2.544). This photograph can be seen via the World-Wide Web at the Kraftwerk Infobahr. •In recent years Ralf and Florian have established links with German manufacturers Doepfer (particularly in respect of their MAQ 16/3 Analog/MIDI sequencer) and Quasimidi (whose Quasar synthesiser found great favour with Kraftwerk). See digest 2.502 fore more details. 





Further information about Kraftwerk's equipment appears in digests 1.10, 1.12 and 2.005 (various), 1.013 (UK tour, early stuff) and 1.156 (Computer World tour). More information is always welcomed on the list. 














What is a vocoder?








In brief





Many of the electronic voices in Kraftwerk's songs (e.g. Die Stimme der Energie, The Robots) are created through the use of a vocoder. This device modulates the harmonic content and amplitude of a "carrier" signal to mirror that of the "exciter" signal. For example, suppose one wants to control the sound of a synthesiser tone with one's voice: this would create a "singing" synthesiser. In this case, the "exciter" signal is the sound of the singer's voice, fed into the vocoder via a microphone. The sound of the synthesiser would be fed into the vocoder's "carrier" input. One then sings or speaks into the microphone while the synthesiser sound is present. The vocoder analyses the loudness of various frequency bands in the exciter signal (in this example, the singer's voice) and adjusts the loudness of the corresponding frequency bands in the carrier signal (the synthesiser tone). The effect of singing is effectively "superimposed" on the synthesiser tone, whilst the sound remains totally electronic (the singer's voice is not present in the output of the vocoder; it is purely used to control the synthesiser's own sound). 





In more detail





The vocoder was originally developed as an aid to intelligibility over telephone lines, but it is now far more widely in use as a musical instrument. In a "traditional" hardware-based vocoder, the analysis of the exciter signal is carried out by means of a bank of band-pass filters, each filter tuned to a different centre frequency. The more filters there are, the greater is the resolution of tracking the amplitude changes to the exciter signals' harmonic content. This means that (all other things being equal) we would expect the results of the above example to be far more intelligible using a vocoder with 24 bandpass filters than using one with only 10. Besides the bank of filters applied to the exciter signal, there is a corresponding bank of filters for the carrier signal. 





In the bank of filters applied to the exciter signal, the output of each band-pass filter is fed to an envelope follower. This produces a voltage which varies in accordance with the loudness of the input signal, so as one band of frequencies gets louder then quieter, so the envelope follower produces a voltage which increases then decreases accordingly. This output voltage from each envelope follower is used to control the amplitude of the signal passing through the corresponding filter in the path of the carrier signal. So we have a situation in which the amplitude of bands of frequencies in the carrier signal are made to vary in accordance with the variation in amplitude of these frequency bands in the exciter signal. 














Concert reviews








Reviews have been written for the following concerts:- 





Balanescu Quartet, 19th April 1993, Paradiso, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 





1.69 





Elektric Music - 5th May 1994, Stockholm, Sweden 





1.319 





Elektric Music - May 1994, Copenhagen, Denmark





1.320, 1.322 





Manchester - 1975, Manchester, England





2.520 





Kraftwerk - concerts in 1976





2.576 





Kraftwerk - 3rd July 1981





2.544 





Kraftwerk - 1981, Poland





2.450 





Kraftwerk - 17th July 1991, Edinburgh, Scotland Scotland 





1.025 





Kraftwerk - 8th Nov. 1991, Barcelona, Spain 





1.024 





Kraftwerk - 26th May, 1993, Groningen, The Netherlands 





1.087, 1.094 

















What is Sellafield? Where is it?








Sellafield is a nuclear reprocessing plant situated in Cumbria, on the north west coast of England between Whitehaven and Seascale. It was formerly known as Windscale. Kraftwerk played at a benefit concert organised by Greenpeace to protest against the plant. Extracts from the concert appear on the video Stop Sellafield - The Concert. 

















Where is Kraftwerk's studio located?








Kraftwerk's studio, "Kling-Klang", is in Düsseldorf. More information is available on the World Wide Web at The Kraftwerk Picture Gallery. 














Is the theme music to Newton's Apple by Kraftwerk?








The American science and technology television programme Newton's Apple uses Kraftwerk's Ruckzuck as its theme music. It used to be played in its original form, but has since been adulterated with a rock accompaniment featuring piano and drums. 











Miscellaneous subjects








The following subjects have arisen in past digests, with varying degrees of relevance. 





Fernando Abrantes





1.016 





Ages of Kraftwerk members





1.164, 1.169, 1.170, 1.84 





All in a Day's Werk compilation 12" EP





2.538 





Antenna (song) and teaspoon!





2.164 





Artwork (LP cover art, etc.)





2.616, 2.455, 2.470 





Karl Bartos





1.066 


- role in KW1.156, 1.161 


- appearance at drum workshop 1.351 





BBC radio documentary, 1996





2.520 


Best of German Rock Vol. 1 CD-ROM2.235 





Cars driven by Kraftwerk members





1.354, 1.355, 2.083, 2.085 





Cancelled 1991 US tour





1.374, 1.375 





Composer credits





2.641








Crosstalk promo 10" single (by Elektric Music) 


Dentaku (song)





1.144, 2.105 





Die Roboter (single)





2.020 





Digital audio 





3.105 





Einzelga¨nger





2.343, 2.350 





EMI ctalogue numbers





3.012 





Experience (cancelled appearance, England)





1.294, 1.311 





"Gesamtkunstwerk" concept and Kraftwerk's work





2.439, 2.451 - 2.467 





First meeting of Hütter and Schneider





1.070 





Fritz Hilpert





1.016 





Ralf Hütter (interviews)





2.005, 2.506, 2.555 





Influences on Kraftwerk





2.048 





Information (song, version planned by Elektric Music with LFO)





1.055, 1.207 





Kling-Klang studio





2.005 


-location 2.326 





El Lissitzky





1.095 





Machines, Kraftwerk's attitudes towards





2.005 





Mellotrons





2.580 





Membership statistics





1.028, 1.037, 1.111 





Merchandise





1.025, 2.485, 2.486, 3.007 





MOD files





2.006, 2.017, 2.538 





Giorgio Moroder





2.343, 2.346, 2.350 





Muzak





2.005 





Radioaktivität (single)





2.020, 2.023 





Radioactivity (single) 





2.023 





Mysteries (cancelled projects etc.)





2.497, 2.498, 2.500 





Rare German releases





2.535 





Recording quality





2.610 - 2.612 





Remixes by Elektric Music 





1.045, 1.057 





Removing stickers





1.065 





Rights to Kraftwerk recordings





1.007, 1.066, 2.014 





Rückstoss Gondelero (Kraftwerk track)





1.139, 1.143, 1.147, 2.026 





Florian Schneider





1.079 


- interview 2.048 





Emil Schult





1.156, 2.652 





Here's To Veterans radio show LP 





2.240 (erroneously referred to as "Salute to Veterans" 





Sex, Kraftwerk's attitude towards





1.083 





Sheet music





2.404, 2.409 





Singles by Kraftwerk





3.003 





Solidarity (Polish union)





2.005 





Technopop (cancelled Kraftwerk album)





1.125, 2.024 





Truckstop Gondelero (Kraftwerk track)





See Rückstoss Gondelero 





Vegetarianism





2.217 





Vocoders





1.020 




















Sources of Further Information











Where can I find out more about Kraftwerk and Elektric Music?








Volumes 1 and 2 of the email list digest, plus pictures and other material relating to Kraftwerk, are available by anonymous FTP from the site ftp.uwp.edu, in the directory /pub/music/artists/k/kraftwerk/. Unfortunately access is limited to 50 users, so you may have trouble connecting. This directory can also be reached via the World-Wide Web at http://archive.uwp.edu/pub/music/artists/k/kraftwerk/. Digests from Volume 3 onwards can be accessed from ftp://ftp.xmission.com/pub/lists/kraftwerk/archive/. There is a partial mirror of the ftp.uwp.edu archive at peace.wit.com, in the directory /uwp/music/artists/k/kraftwerk/, but this does not include past digests. 





Anders Wilhelm <dvlawm@cs.umu.se> has constructed some extensive pages for the World Wide Web available at the URL http://www.cs.umu.se/~dvlawm/kraftwerk/. Some of the other pages about Kraftwerk on the World-Wide Web are listed at http://web.bham.ac.uk/busbykg/kraftwerk/. 





A Kraftwerk and Elektric Music convention takes place every so often in the UK (digests 1.003, 1.028, 2.536 and 2.568) and there is also a Kraftwerk fanzine, Aktivität, which is highly regarded by Kraftwerk fans (digests 1.010, 1.028, 1.140, 2.024). 





For a book on Kraftwerk, read Pascal Bussy's Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music (digests 1.110 and 1.118). This book contains many suppositions and a few minor errors (digests 2.481 and 2.656), but it is nevertheless recommended as essential reading for the Kraftwerk enthusiast. An interview with Bussy appeared in Aktivität magazine and was reprinted in digests 2.012 and 3.013. 





A German edition of the book was published in 1995, under the title Kraftwerk - Synthesizer, Sounds und Samples - die ungewöhnliche Karriere einer deutschen Band. The style of this edition has been criticised (digest 2.480) but it does contain an update to the English-language edition by way of a (very incomplete) Elektric Music discography. The photographs are the same as in the English version, but the front cover of the German edition uses a photograph from Kraftwerk's appearance from 1982 on the German television programmeNa Sowas. 





Ex-member Wolfgang Flür stated in a 1995 interview with Aktivität magazine that he was writing a book about Kraftwerk entitled Under One Pillow with the Robots, but this has not appeared as yet. 














What are the ordering details for the Kraftwerk book?








Pascal Bussy's Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music should be obtainable through any good bookshop. Failing this, it can be ordered direct from the publishers:- 


SAF Publishing Ltd. 


12 Conway Gardens 


Wembley 


Middlesex 


HA9 8TR 


England 


The ISBN number of the book is 0 946719 09 8. 














What is Aktivität? Where can I obtain copies?








Aktivität is a consistently well-produced magazine about Kraftwerk and Elektric Music, edited by Ian Calder. It is available from the editor at the following address:- 


Ian Calder 


108 Cummings Park Crescent 


Northfield 


Aberdeen 


AB2 7AR 


Scotland 


(email <101460.571@compuserve.com>) 


Remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope (SAE) if writing to enquire from within the UK, and an International Reply Coupon (IRC) from elsewhere. 





Aktivität is available within Germany from:- 


G. Poecker 


Maerkerwaldstr. 3 


64625 


Bensheim 


GERMANY 


(email <poecker@pool.uni-mannheim.de>) 


and within Spain from:- 


Jose Garcia Corral 


Apartado 108 


08202 Sabadell 


Barcelona 


SPAIN 








Please write first before sending any form of payment. Remember to enclose an SAE when enquiring. 





------------------------------------------------------------------------








Distribution of the Kraftwerk FAQ list





This Frequently Asked Questions list is copyright © 1997 Kevin Busby. The list may be distributed as much as you like, in any form, subject to the following conditions: no charge may be made for it; it must be distributed in its entirety and may not be altered; if quoting extensively from the FAQ, credit for the FAQ list must be given, and a source from which it can be obtained must be given; the FAQ may not be published, on the World Wide Web or in printed form, without my express permission. 





I make these conditions in order to encourage the free and accurate distribution of the FAQ. However, no responsibility is taken for the accuracy of any information given. 





The most recent copy of the FAQ is available via the World Wide Web at http://web.bham.ac.uk/busbykg/ (this resolves to the same URL as http://sun1.bham.ac.uk/busbykg/). 
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