





The Kling-Klang Studio








The Kling-Klang studio, often called the "electronic garden" by the members of the group, is the main engine of the Kraftwerk sound machine. Kling-Klang (kling-klang is the german word for sound), however, functions as both stage and studio. It has evolved into a large, yet very modular piece of equipment; it is so portable that they bring the whole thing on tour, "We only leave the walls in Duesseldorf." It also has the capability to both edit/produce music on the fly during concerts as well act as the recording studio for sampling/mixing/etc. When one speaks of 'playing the studio,' Kling-Klang is really the epitome of this idea--not only has Kraftwerk mastered the behind-the-scenes studio-recording techniques, but they truly do 'play the studio' when they operate the machinery of Kling-Klang during a live-performance. "...like the captain of a spaceship," remarked Huetter. Kling-Klang forms four main modules, one for each member of the group.





Although Kling-Klang has been continually evolving up to this day in the digital world, much of its equipment is still analog, explains Huetter. Digital technology hasn't necessarily replaced all of their old analog equipment, although it is often preferred when sampling sounds. Kling-Klang, because of its incredible modularity, is adaptable for both types of equipment. Either way, to Kraftwerk, it is still sound, says Huetter, "we have always had a fascination for sound."





Another central component of Kling-Klang is it's vast array of visual equipment. Videoscreens flash images and information during concerts, adding another level of depth to the Kraftwerk experience.





And of course there are the robots!
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