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�  Introduction





Here are some answers to questions which are often asked about Kraftwerk.


Please read the answers before mailing to the email list, in order to


avoid repeating questions unnecessarily. However, don't be afraid to


discuss old topics if you have something new to add.





The answers are kept brief, but if you want to read past discussions for


further information, these are indicated by the volume number followed


by the issue number, so that, for example, "2.008" means digest volume


2, number 8. If you are a new member of the Kraftwerk email list, you


may also find it worth your while to read back-issues of the digests,


particularly those which have been posted after the date of this version


of the FAQ list. Remember that back-issues and other interesting items    %


can be obtained via anonymous FTP from the site ftp.uwp.edu; just type    %


"cd kraftwerk" to get to the main Kraftwerk directory.                    %











�  What subjects may be discussed on the list?





List maintainer Dave Datta  originally suggested that


the list be "a forum for discussions about Kraftwerk and other German


Electronic artists." However, the general consensus was that discussion


should be limited to matters relating to Kraftwerk. Of course, that still


leaves many things we can discuss, and there is in addition much


discussion about groups with members in common with Kraftwerk, notably


Elektric Music.





Every bit as important as what you discuss is how you discuss it. Flame


wars have been thankfully rare in the list, but those which have occurred


have not been helpful to anyone.











�  What recordings have Kraftwerk made?





See the Kraftwerk discography for an extensive list of Kraftwerk


releases. The discography was started by Dave Datta 


but is now maintained by Lazlo Nibble .





It is available by anonymous FTP from the site xmission.com, in the


directory /pub/users/lazlo or from the site ftp.uwp.edu, in the


directory /pub/artists/kraftwerk (if you need help with anonymous FTP,


consult your local documentation or support staff).





There are gaps in the discography; if you have additional information,


please email them to Lazlo.











�  What are the best Kraftwerk albums?





A poll conducted by Lars Nellemann  in digest


1.204 indicated that as at November 1993 the favourite album among list


members was 'The Man-Machine', followed by 'Computer World'. This result


was in accordance with a poll conducted by Jose Garcia eight months


earlier (digest 1.037).





Opinions about Kraftwerk's best work differ, of course: a minority of list


members prefer the sound of Kraftwerk as heard on their first few albums,


and opinions as to the  worth of Kraftwerk's most recent two albums,


'Electric Cafe' and 'The Mix', vary greatly.





Note also that the sound quality of Kraftwerk releases are of variable


quality across the record companies on which they have appeared. The


rerelease of Kraftwerk recordings on the Cleopatra label gave rise to


discussion in digests 2.008, 2.009, 2.012, 2.014 and 2.018.





Past digests have contained reviews, recommendations, comments on sound


quality and other information about the following official Kraftwerk


releases:-





   'Autobahn' album                                1.132, 1.329


   'Computer World'                                1.305. 1.306, 1.307


   'Electric Cafe'                                 1.149


   'Kraftwerk 1'                                   2.016


   'Kraftwerk 2'                                   2.016


   'Radio-Activity'                                1.006


   'Radio-Activity'                                1.079


   'The Best of Kraftwerk'                         1.284


   'The Man Machine' album                         1.134, 2.009, 2.018


   'The Model'                                     1.358, 1.359, 2.009


   'The Model - Retrospective 1975 - 1978' album   1.063, 1.251











�  How can I get copies of Kraftwerk's early albums?





The first three albums by Kraftwerk, 'Kraftwerk 1', 'Kraftwerk 2' and


'Ralf & Florian' are out of print, as is 'Tone Float', the album which


Huetter and Schneider recorded as part of the group 'Organisation'


(digest 1.06 and 1.100).





Huetter and Schneider have allegedly talked about seeing these albums


released (digest 1.007), but have certainly not rushed to do so. Possibly


this is because the image and sound of these albums is very different from


the Kraftwerk material which followed. You may be lucky enough to find


copies from usual second-hand sources, such as second-hand record shops,


record fairs and record collecting magazines.





Bootleg CD's of 'Kraftwerk 1', 'Kraftwerk 2', 'Ralf & Florian' and        %


'Tone Float' appeared during 1994. See digests 1.354, 1.360, 1.365,


1.366, 2.023, 2.025 and 2.085 for discussions about these releases. These %


issues are of course illegal and no proceeds will reach anybody involved


in the making of the original recordings; see digests 1.143, 1.328,


1.329 for discussions on the morality of bootlegging.











�  Is 'Tour de France' available on CD?





The single track 'Tour de France' was scheduled to appear on the


Kraftwerk album 'Technopop'. However, this album was cancelled. Some


material from 'Technopop' was reworked and appeared on the album 'Electric


Cafe', but 'Tour de France' was not among them. The track was later used


in the film 'Breakin'' (aka 'Breakdance'), but the CD soundtrack of the   %


film contains a cover version of the track, Kraftwerk having decided to


release a remix of their song as a single (digest 1.084).





However, besides appearing in various forms on bootleg remix CD's, the


track is now available on the compilation CD 'DJ's Best', catalogue


number 261281-222, distributed by BMG in Germany (digest 1.245).











�  Are the Francois Kervorkian and William Orbit remixes of 'Radioactivity'


available on CD?





Kervorkian and Orbit remixes were issued on CD single releases in the UK


and Germany, but there was no CD single release for the USA.


Furthermore, some Wiliam Orbit mixes are available only on vinyl.


Radioactivity is available in the USA as a 12" single; this release


contains the 'William Orbit Hardcore Remix' which is unavailable


elsewhere. Another unique mix is the 'William Orbit 7" Remix', which is


available only on the German 7" release.





See the Kraftwerk discography for more information on releases of this song.











�  Has Kraftwerk broken up?





No. Members Karl Bartos and Wolfgang Fluer left the group, which continues


primarily as a duo of original members Ralf Huetter and Florian Schneider


plus additional musicians they see fit to employ. There are occasional


indicators that Kraftwerk is to continue as a group, such as news of


planned live appearances and a new album.











�  When will Kraftwerk release new material? I heard there was a new album


   coming out.





There are persistent reports of a new Kraftwerk album. See for example


digests 1.211, 1.212, 1.280, 1.365 and 1.366. The attitude of seasoned


Kraftwerk fans to such reports is "Interesting, but I'll believe it when I


see it!"











�  Why did Fluer and Bartos leave Kraftwerk? What are they doing now?





It appears that Wolfgang Fluer and Karl Bartos were frustrated by the


slow pace of work within Kraftwerk and their enforced decline of


participation within the group's activities (see Claude Bussy's book


'Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music' and digest 1.156).





Karl Bartos now works with Lothar Manteuffel as Elektric Music. Wolfgang


Fluer's activities have not been so well documented; there was even a


widespread rumour that he had died (digest 1.079). In reality, he had


returned to working as a graphic designer. He is now also working with a


new musical project called "Jamo" (digest 1.311).











�  Who are 'Elektric Music'?





Elektric Music are Karl Bartos (formerly of Kraftwerk) and Lothar


Manteuffel. The sound of the group is very much in the mould of


Kraftwerk, but how well Elektric Music compares to Kraftwerk is a


matter of personal opinion. Given the continued low profile of Kraftwerk


and the enthusiasm of Karl Bartos to work with other artists, discussion


of Elektric Music has become increasingly prominent in the list.





Discussion has taken place about the following Elektric Music's releases:-





   'Crosstalk' CDS digests 1.001, 1.013, 1.016, 1.028


   'Esperanto' CD digests 1.089, 1.079, 1.164, 1.171


   'Lifestyle' CDEP digest 1.204


   'TV' single digests 1.025, 1.041











�  Where can I find out more about Kraftwerk and Elektric Music?





A discography, past issues of the email list digest, pictures and other


material relating to Kraftwerk are available by anonymous FTP from the


site ftp.uwp.edu, in the directory /pub/artists/kraftwerk (if you need


help with anonymous FTP, consult your local documentation or support


staff)





Anders Wilhelm  has constructed some extensive pages for


the World Wide Web available at the following URL:-





                 http://www.cs.umu.se/studenter/kraftwerk/                    %





These can be accessed using Mosaic or, for terminals without graphic


capability, lynx. If you do not understand what is meant by terms such as


"URL", "Mosaic" and "lynx", consult your local documentation or support


staff.





A Kraftwerk and Elektric Music convention takes place annually in the UK


(digests 1.003 and 1.028) and there is also a Kraftwerk fanzine,


'Aktivitaet', which is highly regarded by Kraftwerk fans (digests 1.010,


1.028, 1.140, 2.024).





For a book on Kraftwerk, read Pascal Bussy's 'Kraftwerk: Man, Machine


and Music' (digests 1.110 and 1.118). This book contains many suppositions


and also some inaccuracies but is nevertheless to be recommended as


essential reading for the Kraftwerk enthusiast.











�  What are the ordering details for the Kraftwerk book?





Pascal Bussy's 'Kraftwerk: Man, Machine and Music' should be obtainable


through any good bookshop. Failing this, it can be ordered direct from


the publishers:-





   SAF Publishing Ltd.


   12 Conway Gardens


   Wembley


   Middlesex


   HA9 8TR


   England





The ISBN number of the book is 0 946719 09 8.





 





�  What is 'Aktivitaet'? Where can I obtain copies?





'Aktivitaet' is a consistently well-produced magazine about Kraftwerk


and Elektric Music, edited by Ian Calder. It is available from the


editor at the following address:-





   Ian Calder


   108 Cummings Park Crescent


   Northfield


   Aberdeen


   AB2 7AR


   Scotland





Remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope (SAE) if writing to


enquire from within the UK, and an International Reply Coupon (IRC) from


elsewhere.





Aktivitaet is available within Germany and Spain from the following


national distributors (remember to enclose an SAE when enquiring):-





   G. Poecker                               Jose Garcia Corral            %


   Maerkerwaldstr. 3                        Apartado 108                  %


   64625                                    08202 Sabadell                %


   Bensheim                                 Barcelona                     %


   GERMANY                                  SPAIN                         %


   (email 0656060@pool.uni-mannheim.de)                                   %











�  I heard a version of a Kraftwerk song played on classical instruments;


   who was it by?





The Balanescu Quartet recorded five Kraftwerk songs ('The Robots',


'The Model', 'Autobahn' 'Computer Love' and 'Pocket Calculator'),


arranged for string quartet, as part of their album 'Possessed'. The


album is on the Mute label and can be obtained via any good record shop,


in the UK and USA at least. The catalogue number of the CD is Mute 61421-2


for the US release and CD STUMM 111 for the UK release. See digests 1.058,


1.063 and 2.023 for discussions.











�  What other cover versions are there of Kraftwerk songs?





Besides The Balanescu Quartet, there have been many acts who have


recorded cover versions of Kraftwerk songs. 'The Model' has been a


particularly popular song to cover (see for example digest 1.12).





Recently there has been much discussion of the album 'Trans Slovenia


Express', a collection of Kraftwerk cover versions by Slovenian bands.


This album, which was originally scheduled for release (with some


different tracks) under the title 'Kraftwerk Through the Looking Glass'    %


is available on the Mute label. See digests 1.192, 1.211, 2.015, 2.024,


2.026 and 2.048 for discussions.                                           %





A discography of Kraftwerk cover versions appeared in digest 2.073.        %


The latest version will be available from the Kraftwerk archives at        %


ftp.uwp.edu in the near future.                                            %














�  What equipment is used by Kraftwerk?





Information about Kraftwerk's equipment appears in digests 1.10, 1.12 and


2.005 (various), 1.013 (UK tour, early stuff) and 1.156 (Computer World


tour). More information is always welcomed on the list.











�  How good are Kraftwerk bootlegs?





There are many, many Kraftwerk bootlegs available; the Kraftwerk


discography aims to list these as well as official Kraftwerk releases.


The contents of bootleg recordings of Kraftwerk material range from


concert recordings to unsanctioned dance remixes. The sound quality


varies enormously. Past digests have contained reviews, recommendations,


track listings or other information about the following bootleg releases:-





   Computers in Love                1.034, 1.037


   Computer World (Live in London)  2.055                                  %


   Heute Abend                      1.012, 1.013, 1.094, 1.161, 2.026,     %


                                    2.027


   Hyper Cerebral Machine           1.162


   Koeln 12.6.1971                  1.041


   Koeln 71                         1.067


   Kraftwerk 1 (bootleg rerelease)  1.354, 1.360, 1.365, 1.366, 2.023


   Kraftwerk 2 (bootleg rerelease)  1.354, 1.360, 1.365, 1.366, 2.023


   Live Koeln 71                    1.034, 1.070


   Live at PhilpsHalle              1.272


   Live in Belgium                  1.162


   Live in Cologne 1975             1.044


   Machine                          1.068


   The Man-Machine Re-Created       2.015


   N1 to Zurich                     1.021, 1.056, 1.066, 1.132, 1.171


   Nippon Numbers - see 'Numbers',


      of which this is a rerelease.


   Numbers (aka 'Nippon Numbers',


      'Virtu Ex Machina')           1.034, 1.053, 1.056, 1.075, 1.093,


                                    1.119, 1.173, 1.054, 1.056, 1.093,


                                    1.098, 1.171, 1.058


   Ralf & Florian (bootleg


      rerelease)                    2.023, 2.026                           %


   Rebuilt in '92                   1.014, 1.034, 1.056, 1.066, 1.068,


                                    1.240


   The Remix                        1.098, 2.023, 2.024, 2.025


   Return of The Mensch-Maschine/


      20th Anniversary Tour         1.048


   Rimini Rimini                    1.034, 1.075


   Tone Float (bootleg rerelease)   2.020, 2.023, 2.025


   Traffic Jam on Autobahn          1.240


   Ultra Rare Tracks                1.218


   Virtu ex Machina - see 'Numbers',


      of which this is a rerelease.











�  What are the politics of Kraftwerk members?





Kraftwerk are not known to have adopted any party political stance. It has


been suggested occasionally that their concentration on machines reflects


Nazi or otherwise fascist views. There is no evidence to support such


speculation. Regrettably discussion of this subject on the digest was


badly handled by some participants and degenerated quickly into a flame


war (digest 1.149 onwards. An earlier, flippant discussion took place in


digest 1.003).





It has been suggested that confusion may have occurred with the band


Stoerkraft (digests 1.204, 1.205).





Many of Kraftwerk's songs show an interest in the ramifications of


technology, but issues are normally dealt with in an ambivalent fashion.


The one notable exception to this has been the new version of


'Radio-Activity' and Kraftwerk's subsequent appearance at a benefit


opposing the Sellafield nuclear reprocessing plant (digest 1.081).











�  Was Kraftwerk's Florian Schneider involved with the musical projects


'Alice in Wonderland' or 'Solaria'?





No, that was another Florian (digest 1.125).











�  Were Ralf and Florian behind the group 'Die Dominas'?





No, but they did inspire the 10" mini-LP 'Ich bin a Domina', for which


they wrote two chords and designed the sleeve! Here's part of a magazine


interview with Ash Ra Temple's Manuel Gottsching (taken from 'Dreams      %


World', issue 11). You can read more about this release in digest 1.130,  %


and descriptions of the music can be found in digests 1.003 and 1.083.





  'Die Dominas' were two old friends of mine. They are my long time


  friend Rosi, who also performed on some Ash Ra Tempel records (...)


  and Claudia Skoda for whose fashion shows I have been composing and


  performing most of the music since 1976. They knew KW from Duesseldorf


  because they often went there together for fashion fairs. Ralf H. and


  Karl B. wrote down two special chords for them on a piece of paper:


  the "sub Domina" and the "Domina seven" (Domina = dominant) chords.


  Later in Berlin they were asking me to show them how these chords


  sounded. So, one evening when we were doing a nice long session


  together in my studio, I played them these chords. I explained a


  little about the instruments in the studio, and they started


  experimenting with them, without knowing that I was already recording


  the session! It was really a hilarious session, and the voices sounded


  like we were having a party. The next day, I started re-mixing the


  material, and finally got three titles out of it! Claudia and Rosi


  were so impressed with the result they played it to Ralf and Karl.


  They were so taken by the recording they offered to make the cover for


  the album. It turned out to be a very nice cover that looked like a


  silhouette in black and yellow."











�  What Kraftwerk videos have been made?





Descriptions of Kraftwerk's promotional videos can be found in digests


1.016, 1.018, 1.076 and 1.139. Despite strong interest from fans, these


have never been officially released. The only officially available video


appearance of Kraftwerk is on 'Stop Sellafield - The Concert'. This


includes footage of Kraftwerk performing 'Radio-Activity' and 'The


Robots' live, but both extracts are incomplete and interrupted by


propaganda. (Digests 1.079 and 1.323)











�  Concert reviews.





Reviews have been written for the following concerts:-





Balanescu Quartet, 19th April 1993, Paradiso, Amsterdam,


   The Netherlands (1.69)





Elektric Music - 5th May 1994, Stockholm, Sweden (1.319)


Elektric Music - May 1994, Copenhagen, Denmark (1.320, 1.322)





Kraftwerk - 17th July 1991, The Edinburgh Playhouse, Edinburgh


   Scotland (1.025)


Kraftwerk - 8th Nov. 1991, sala Zeleste, Barcelona, Spain (1.024)


Kraftwerk - 26th May, 1993 Groningen, The Netherlands (1.087, 1.094)











�  What other groups are of interest to Kraftwerk fans, or have had links


   with Kraftwerk?





There is no one group which finds favour with all Kraftwerk fans (not


even Elektric Music!). A discussion of groups that arguably sound like


Kraftwerk appeared in digests 1.381, 1.383 and 1.384. But the only thing


that can be generally agreed upon is that Kraftwerk has been a massive


influence upon contemporary music.





Here's a list of some of the artists which have been discussed in the


digests. Some have historical or anecdotal links with Kraftwerk, but most


have no relation.





   Air Liquide                                  1.084


   Aphex Twin                                   1.384


   Autechre                                     2.018, 2.020, 2.021, 2.023


   Aviador Dro                                  1.386


   David Bowie                                  1.057, 2.018, 2.031, 2.084 %


   Deutsch-Amerikanische Freundschaft           1.383, 1.384


   Die Dominas                                  1.003, 1.083, 1.130


   La Dusseldorf                                1.005


   Electronic (planned work with Karl Bartos)   1.156, 1.207, 2.083        %


   Manuel Gottsching                            1.130


   Information Society                          1.140, 1.142, 1.205, 1.207


   Michael Jackson                              1.156


   Joy Division                                 1.269


   LFO                                          1.055, 1.207


   New Order                                    1.269


   Klaus Nomi                                   2.018


   Laibach                                      1.192, 2.024, 2.048        %


   Mobile Homes (work with Karl Bartos)         1.244


   Neu!                                         1.003, 1.005, 1.067,


                                                1.070, 1.143


   The Nits                                     1.327


   Orchestral Manoeuvres In The Dark            1.193


   Recoil                                       1.147


   Rheingold                                    1.016


   Wolfgang Riechmann                           1.171


   Michael Rother                               1.139, 1.143, 1.171


   Sinus (Karl Bartos + Bodo Staiger)           1.016


   Spacelab                                     1.384


   Spirit of Sound                              1.149, 1.171


   Tangerine Dream                              1.384, 2.046               %


   Technocrats                                  1.237


   Tin Machine                                  2.031                      %


   Trauma                                       1.235


   UB40                                         1.079


   Yellow Magic Orchestra                       1.383, 1.384











�  How do I unsubscribe from the list?                                     %


                                                                           %


If you receive the list as direct mail, rather than in digests:-           %


                                                                           %


   Send email to Majordomo@cs.uwp.edu with no subject line and just the    %


   following as the message:-                                              %


                                                                           %


      unsubscribe kraftwerk [address at which email is received]           %


                                                                           %


   For example, if the address at which you receive the list is            %


   "huetter@klingkling.org.de", you would send the following message:-     %


                                                                           %


      unsubscribe kraftwerk huetter@klingkling.org.de                      %





                                                                           %


If you receive the list in the form of digests, not as direct mail:-       %


                                                                           %


   Send email to Majordomo@cs.uwp.edu with no subject line and just the    %


   following as the message:-                                              %


                                                                           %


      unsubscribe kraftwerk-digest [address at which email is received]    %


                                                                           %


   For example:-                                                           %


                                                                           %


      unsubscribe kraftwerk-digest huetter@klingkling.org.de               %





                                                                           %


Do NOT send subscription requests to the Kraftwerk list itself; they will  %


not be responded to positively.                                            %











�  Miscellaneous subjects.





The following subjects have arisen in past digests, with varying degrees


of relevance.





   Fernando Abrantes                            1.016


   Ages of Kraftwerk members                    1.164, 1.169, 1.170, 1.84


   Karl Bartos                                  1.066


      - role in KW                              1.156, 1.161


      - appearance at drum workshop             1.351


   Cars driven by Kraftwerk members             1.354, 1.355, 2.083,      %


                                                2.085                     %


   Cancelled 1991 US tour                       1.374, 1.375


   'Dentaku' (song)                             1.144


   'Die Roboter' (single)                       2.020


   Experience (cancelled appearance, England)   1.294, 1.311


   First meeting of Huetter and Schneider       1.070


   Fritz Hilpert                                1.016


   Ralf Huetter (interview)                     2.005


   Influences on Kraftwerk                      2.048                      %


  'Information' (song, version planned by


      Elektric Music with LFO)                  1.055, 1.207


   Kling-Klang studio                           2.005


   El Lissitzky                                 1.095


   Machines, Kraftwerk's attitudes towards      2.005


   Membership statistics                        1.028, 1.037, 1.111


   Merchandise                                  1.025


   MOD files                                    2.006, 2.017


   Muzak                                        2.005


   'Radioaktivitaet' (single)                   2.020, 2.023


   'Radioactivity' (single)                     2.023


   Remixes by Elektric Music                    1.045, 1.057


   Removing stickers                            1.065


   Rights to Kraftwerk recordings               1.007, 1.066, 2.014


   'Rueckstoss Gondelero' (Kraftwerk track)     1.139, 1.143, 1.147, 2.026 %


   Florian Schneider                            1.079


      - interview                               2.048                      %


   Emil Schult                                  1.156


   Sex, Kraftwerk's attitude towards            1.083


   Solidarity (Polish union)                    2.005


   'Technopop' (cancelled Kraftwerk album)      1.125, 2.024


   'The Telephone Call' (12")


   'Truckstop Gondelero' (Kraftwerk track)                                 %


      - See 'Rueckstoss Gondelero'                                         %


   Vocoders                                     1.020


