





Kraftwerk Background and Influences








Both Ralf and Florian were trained in classical music. It was in the late 60's when they met in Duesseldorf through some improvisational music courses. As in the U.S., the whole scene in Germany at the time was one of questioning the current state of post-war Germany, especially the cultural and musical degeneration. To them it was very painful to see this, "There was no German culture, no German music, nothing. It was like living in a vacuum. The young people were into the American way of living; cars, hamburgers and rock'n'roll. Germany had lost it's identity. We all felt very lost..." It was in response to this atmosphere, that in 1968, during a time of simultaneous cultural emptiness and student revolt, Kraftwerk was formed. In 1970 Kling-Klang studio was built.





In terms of musical influences, Huetter names Stockhausen as one of the few. Obviously Stockhausen's work on developing technological means for producing electronic music had a large impact on Kraftwerk, but also his musical aesthetic contains many similar elements to those which were further developed and re-thought by Kraftwerk. Simplicity, sounds from the real world, and the desire to begin anew and find a new German identity were some common threads in their approaches.





In this process, Kraftwerk felt the need for something more--and this brought them 40 years in the past to the philosophy of the Bauhaus School, the philosophy that art and technology should be fused together, that the work of artists should not be a simple reflection of individual creativity, but rather will be inseparable from the technology and community around them. "...we are a kind of musical workers," says Huetter, "The spirit of Bauhaus in electronic sounds."
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